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A New Year Ahead!
As this new year unfolds, we celebrate a fresh start with
renewed spirit and boundless energy!
So much is new and exciting at Gilroy Foundation and we
can’t wait to share it all with you. As always, recalling the
Mission and Vision of Gilroy Foundation guides us in our
daily efforts.
Our Mission: To establish a legacy of giving, Gilroy
Foundation links charitable gifts form donors to the vital needs of the community.
Our Vision: By engaging all aspects of the community, Gilroy Foundation is the
recognized leader in connecting resources to community needs.
To our donors, we say “THANK YOU”! YOU are the reason Gilroy Foundation is
able to meet the needs of the community in the specific areas of Health, Education,
Recreation, Technology, Culture, and Civic Services.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
THE 2022 SCHOLARSHIP CYCLE IS NOW OPEN!
Our 2022 Scholarship Cycle is now open. This year, we
are offering 80 awards totaling $512,750.
Our scholarships range from a $250 award to a $50,000 award. Most of our
high school scholarships use the GUSD Common Application, but a few have
their own special application. Our Gavilan scholarships use the college’s
application, but a few have their own special application.
These applications are on our scholarship page. Criteria for all Gilroy
Foundation scholarships are available to read and download as well.
Once again, I want to let everyone know that we appreciate all who are
becoming members of the Foundation for 2022 and for many Fund Donors
who are adding to their grantmaking and scholarship funds. It is because of
YOU that we are able to provide so many agencies with needed funding and
so many graduates with well-deserved scholarships each year.
We send greetings to all our friends, partners, and supporters and hope for
good health for all this year.
Thank you all!
~Donna Pray

“Give Where You Live”

INTRODUCING JACLYN MURO, LATINO FAMILY
FUND de GILROY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
In the November/December Gilroy Foundation eNews, we
told the story of the grant that was awarded to Gilroy
Foundation and Latino Family Fund to expand its impact,
leadership and advocacy for the LatinX community, to ensure
the LFF'S Fund’s long-term sustainability, and to provide
Gilroy Foundation Board-based knowledge in its effort to
address community needs/equity.
We introduced you to Renee Garcia, Administrative Assistant shared between
Gilroy Foundation and Latino Family Fund. This month, we are proud and excited to
introduce you to Latino Family Fund’s Executive Director, Jaclyn Muro:
I am excited to be on board as the Executive
Director of the Latino Family Fund de Gilroy. Gilroy
has always been my home and is where we choose
to raise our family. I have been involved with the
Latino Family Fund for a few years and am thrilled
to take on this new role to become even more
committed to LFF.
I was born and raised in Gilroy and spent over 12
years connecting with the community while working
at Christopher Ranch. Responsible for their
Community Relations outreach and more recently I
transitioned into Public Relations.
I am currently enrolled at UCLA through their online Public Relations & Strategic
Brand Management program. I currently sit on the board for the Christopher
Foundation as well as Leadership Gilroy. I have learned some of the most valuable
lessons about philanthropy, corporate social responsibility, and the importance of
giving back to our community as a direct result of the Christopher family. I am
deeply involved in the community and have developed some of my most important
relationships directly from my network.
I am honored to be a part of the Latino Family Fund and am looking forward to the
growth in the future.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
MEMBERSHIP
In late November, Thanksgiving cards were mailed
to more than 700 listings on our database inviting
them to become a members, renew their
membership, or add to their fund. We received 75
responses totaling $19,350 in membership and
$81,180 added to funds for a total of $100,530!
Welcome to the newest members of Gilroy Foundation:
Silver Members: Monica & Mike Chuck; Nancy & George Fohner; Rosemary
Garcia; Pam & Paul Giminez; Addie Bryant-Habit; Pacific Diversified Insurance;
Shireen Zekanoski.
Gold Members: Todd Foster, Elizabeth & Donald Trinchero; Jacobin Zorin.
Platinum Members: Rory & James Pace, Raquel & Paul Vanni/Vanni & Humphrey,
CPA's.

You can find a complete list of Gilroy Foundation Members here.

OUR NEWEST SUSTAINING SPONSOR!
Gilroy Foundation extends a warm welcome to our newest Sustaining
Sponsor, Blaettler Accountancy.
Their support over the years as a "Day in the Country" sponsor has been
invaluable. Now, as a Sustaining Sponsor, committed for the next five years,
this makes us even more grateful for their support of the work we do.
As their website states, "We have deep roots in the local community and over
30 years of experience serving individuals, families, and businesses in and
around Gilroy."
Find out more about Blaettler Accountancy!

YOUTH BOARD INTERVIEWS
PROSPECTIVE GRANT RECIPIENTS
At January’s Youth Board meeting, students and mentors
hosted four prospective grant recipients representing
DreamPower Horsemanship, CAL-Soap, South County
Compassion Center, and South County Tail Waggers.
A grant in the amount of $1,000 will be awarded to one or
two of these worthwhile organizations when students vote at their February 7th
Zoom meeting.
The purpose of a youth advisory group is to provide a structure for young people to
be involved in community, organization, or program development. By partnering
with adult mentors, the young people are able to hold an active role in initiatives
enhancing positive youth and community development.
Thank you to Youth Board Mentors led by Board of Directors Member Ericka Davis.

INTRODUCING GILROY FOUNDATION'S NEWEST
BOARD MEMBERS
YESENIA GONZALEZ
Yesenia was born and raised in Gilroy. She was first introduced to
the Gilroy Foundation in 2008 as one of the Julio Mata Scholarship
Recipients. She moved to San Francisco in 2011 to attend SFSU
where she graduated with her Bachelor’s Degree in Hospitality and
Tourism Management. In 2016 she moved back to Gilroy where she worked as an
Event Coordinator for Gilroy Foundation. Now she’s approaching her 4 years as a
Lifestyle Manager in the Bay Area tech world. When she's not working, she’s
traveling and exploring the world.
We asked Yesenia a few more questions:
What motivated you to become involved with Gilroy Foundation?
I first came across the Gilroy Foundation as a senior at Gilroy High School applying
to scholarships. Since then I’ve had an appreciation for Gilroy Foundation and how
they are able to help and make changes in the community. It wasn’t until I moved
back to Gilroy a few years ago that I started working for the Foundation and
afterwards becoming an ambassador. Now I enjoy being on the other side and
reading through scholarship applications because these decisions are life changing
to students in the community.
A “philanthropist” donates time, talent and treasure. In what ways are you
philanthropic with other organizations?

I enjoy participating in all philanthropic events I’m invited to. I enjoy helping in
whatever way I can to different communities, sometimes it’s distributing shoes to
children in Oakland, donating blankets to seniors or donating to the Parkinson's
Foundation.
What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
I love spending my free time traveling to new destinations! I just came back from a
road trip across Ireland and I’m looking forward to exploring Germany next
year! When I’m home you can find me reading in my backyard, playing with my
three birds or attempting to bake.
RIGO VARGAS
Rigo was born in Mexico and grew up as a migrant
farmworker in San José, Coachella, Santa Maria, and
Salinas. He attended Cal Poly San Luis Obispo before
transferring to San Jose State University. He is currently
a Computer Systems Consultant at San Jose State
University, where he has served for 23 years. Rigo and
his family have been residents of Gilroy since 2005, and he has been actively
involved in Latino Family Fund for the last 13 years. In his free time, Rigo enjoys
home brewing, travel, hiking and cooking.
And, we asked Rigo the same questions:
What motivated you to become involved with Gilroy Foundation?
My family and I have been residents of the Gilroy community for 17 years. In the
span of those 17 years, I had the opportunity to be involved with different programs
and organizations. In process, my family and I have made long life friendships and
we feel part of our community. My motivation to become involved with Gilroy
Foundation stems from witnessing the positive impact it has had in our community,
from student scholarships to grants. For this reason, it would be an honor to be part
of such an exemplary Non-profit organization.
A “philanthropist” donates time, talent and treasure. In what ways are you
philanthropic with other organizations?
My son was in elementary school when I began to be actively involved in his school.
I volunteered in his class, as well as, in school wide activities. I also co-lead an after
school Robotics program for three years. Within the community, I have volunteered
in the Gilroy Garlic Festival, our local Hot Meal Program at St. Joseph’s Family
Center and I helped build homes in Tijuana, Mexico with the Saint Mary’s Mexico
Mission. In addition, I have been actively involved in the Latino Family Fund for 13
years, where I had the opportunity to be involved in the planning of the annual
Tequila tasting fundraiser. Every volunteer opportunity has been a humbling and
rewarding experience.
What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
In my free time, nothing brings me more joy than cooking and bringing together
friends and family around a delicious home cooked meal. My wife and I love the
outdoors so we take full advantage of all the beautiful hiking trails that are in our
community. Several times a year, we also go on backpacking or camping trips with
other Gilroy friends and their families. I also occasionally indulge myself in sipping
wine at our local wineries.
The remaining members of Gilroy Foundation’s Board of Directors for 2022 are:
Karen La Corte, President; Vito Mercado, Vice President; Joel Goldsmith, Past
President; Lee Blaettler, Secretary; Jennifer Speno, Treasurer; Jay Baksa, Ericka
Davis, Don DeLorenzo and Carlos Pineda. Read more about GF Directors!
Gilroy Foundation sincerely thanks outgoing Board members Edwin Diaz and Sal
Tomasello for their invaluable service to our Board.

WHAT DID I
MISS?
In case you
missed these
highlights from
our Nonprofit
Investment
Partners in the
past month on
our Social Media platforms….
LEADERSHIP GILROY
Happy Hour @ Home is back with double
the fun!! Join us around the virtual bar on
February 12th to enjoy a Valentine's
cocktail making experience from home.
Then join us in person at Tempo Kitchen &
Bar on February 16th to sip on a Love
Potion #14.
See the different cocktail making kit options
by clicking on the eventbrite link. These kits
make the most amazing Valentine's Day
gifts!
Who's ready to sip on a Love Potion #14??
https://valentines_happy_hour_at_home.ev
entbrite.com

Check out this amazing fundraiser hosted
by our Nonprofit Investment Partner
Operation Freedom Paws!
Purchase in advance and don’t be
disappointed

"Give Where You Live"
Thank you to our Sustaining Sponsors
We are proud that five local businesses
continue to support Gilroy's community
foundation as a Sustaining Sponsor.
Thank you to Christopher Ranch, Pinnacle
Bank, Recology South Valley, RAC Services
LLC, and Blaettler Accountancy for your
commitment to our community and the
programs of Gilroy Foundation.

Gilroy Foundation | gilroyfoundation.org











