Just Ignite the Light and Let it Shine!
July 2022
WHAT DOES FREEDOM MEAN TO YOU?
There are three types of freedom.
The first kind of freedom is “freedom from,” a freedom
from the constraints of society.
Second, is “freedom to,” a freedom to do what we want to do.
Thirdly, there is “freedom to be,” a freedom, not just to do what we want, but a
freedom to be who we were meant to be.

JULY MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
It is with great excitement, and a little sadness, that I announce
that Marlene and Bill Ayer have moved from our town of Gilroy to
Idaho for the next chapter of their retirement.
Bill was the founding President of Gilroy Foundation…
“How about starting an organization with local control exercised by
a Board of Directors made up of local residents?” was Bill Ayer’s
brainchild theme in the late 1970’s. Bill knew that the recently passed Proposition
13 would eventually decrease funds that were currently available to cities for
recreation and education. And he was right!
And so Gilroy Foundation was born. Bill, along with Judy Bozzo, Bob Dyer, Sharon
Albert, Michael Bonfante, Florentino Guzar, Rich Imler and Gene Wells created the
first Board of Directors in 1980. Their hope was to acquire Gilroy Foundation’s
nonprofit 501(c)(3) status and raise $10,000 to start a ”permanent savings account”
for Gilroy, so they established an “endowment,” where only 5% of the principal
would be given out each year in grants to local nonprofits and the rest would stay on
to continue to invest in the community’s future.
In 1980, Bill came up with the idea of joining the Gilroy Garlic Festival to raise some
funds with a Wine Cooler booth. Then, in 1987, Bill was President again when the
Board wanted to become more visible in the community, and “Day in the Country”
was born!
I am sure they are both proud of what they accomplished here and continue to
through their Ayer Family Fund.
The Foundation now has $16 million in assets and has awarded over $16.3 million
in grants and scholarships over the years.
Thank you, Bill, for spearheading this great organization for our community!
--Donna Pray

"Give Where You Live

"IMAGINE" ALL THE PEOPLE LIVIN' LIFE IN PEACE....
Could there be a more perfect theme for our 2022 major fundraiser than this?
We hope you will make plans to attend the October 1st event, in person, at Kirigin
Cellars. It will be wonderful to all be together again!
If you would like to become an Event Sponsor, contact Executive Assistant Deb
Sanchez for more information. For more information on the event, visit our page.
"I hope someday you'll join us, and the world will live as one."

Latino Family Fund News
From the Desk of Jaclyn Muro, LFF ED
Under the 501(c)(3) umbrella of Gilroy Foundation, Latino
Family Fund (LFF) received a $50,000 LatinXCEL grant
from Silicon Valley Community Foundation and the
Castellano Family Foundation.
Latino Family Fund has been hard at work since funding
was received in October 2021. Their goals are to expand
the impact, leadership and advocacy of the LatinX
community, ensure LFF's long-term sustainability, and provide broad-based
knowledge to Gilroy Foundation in its effort to address community needs/equity.
Take a look at all that they have accomplished over these past several months as
reported to the Gilroy Board of Directors at their July Board meeting:
A successful Tequila Tasting event raised a little over $34 K, not including
scholarship donations which would bring the total to over $41 K!
Edward Boss Prado Foundation made a generous donation of $10 K, and
now they have their very first scholarship fund, “Youth In Philanthropy and
Leadership Scholarship."
The Latino Family Fund will be presenting the award-winning short film,
Campesinos, ‘America’s Unsung Heroes’, at the Gilroy Cinelux Theatre,
on August 11th at 6 PM. Tickets are on sale on Eventbrite for $15. The
film is produced by SVL, Silicon Valley Latino. This is a fundraiser to
benefit ALAS, Ayudando Latinos a Soñar, and Latino Family Fund.
In keeping in the spirit of nonprofits helping nonprofits, LFF is participating in
"Fit For Fall". Every year, the Edward Boss Prado Foundation invites schools
in Morgan Hill, San Martin, and now some in Gilroy! They are in need of
socks and underwear for the students. Sizes range from children’s small to
adult large for both males and females. You can drop it off at Gilroy
Foundation's office or contact us if you are unable to drop it off. To find out
more about the foundation, please visit edwardbossprado.org

Their new website is almost completed. They worked with Digital NEST,
another local nonprofit, to develop their new and improved website. As of
now, they have a page on the Gilroy Foundations website, but moving
forward the new website will be out on its own.
They are working on updating their Strategic Plan. If interested in supporting
this effort, contact Edwin Diaz.
A “membership tier” is being developed. This will include different levels of
donations to ensure we are mindful and inclusive of our entire community.
Moving forward, you can join by donating to our endowment, to the YIP and
Leadership scholarship, or by simply volunteering your time.
Finally, they are looking for help with running the Youth in Philanthropy
program in Gilroy's middle schools and with their Fundraising events. If you
or know anyone that is interested in volunteering to bring Latino Family
Fund to the next level, please contact me at
jmuro@gilroyfoundation.org.

FIRECRACKERS IN THE NEWS AT GF!
Bellarmine Alum and son of proud parents, Erin and Mike
Monroe, son Sean Monroe was awarded the Dr. Joseph
Kraut Jr. Memorial Medical Scholarship for $5,000.

This grant was established in Dr. Kraut's memory to
fulfill his dream to help bring dedicated and driven
doctors where needed. Sean is planning a career in
Primary Care and is currently enrolled in Medical
School at the Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara in San Antonio,
TX. Gilroy Foundation proudly recognizes you, Sean, and wishes you all
the best!
Check out the Photo Gallery on the GF website; we've added photos from
scholarship recipients awarded by Gilroy Foundation Directors and other
Foundation Friends. Also, the GF You Tube channel has short videos of
thanks from 2022 Competitive Grant recipients. We are so proud of the good
work done here at Gilroy Foundation!
Work hard....play hard: that is our staff motto at Gilroy Foundation. It was the
perfect opportunity to gather after 2-1/2 years when Michelle Fries, Director
of Nonprofit Investment Services at Silicon Valley Community Foundation-and long-time friend of Gilroy Foundation, came to visit. Joining us for a
delicious lunch at Tempo--and time to visit--were L to R: Jaclyn Muro, ED,
Latino Family Fund; Michelle Fries; ED, Gilroy Foundation, Donna Pray;
Renee Garcia, Admin Assistant GF/LFF; Vicki Campanella, Director of
Development; Debbie Russell, GF Bookkeeper; Deb Sanchez, Executive
Assistant; Ted Becker, Chair FDC; and Karen La Corte, Board President.
Thank you for your ongoing support, Michelle!

Gilroy Foundation's Nonprofit Investment Partner is holding a
fundraiser...here is all the information!

"Give Where You Live"
Thank you to our Sustaining Sponsors
We are proud that five local businesses
continue to support Gilroy's community

foundation as a Sustaining Sponsor.
Thank you to Christopher Ranch, Pinnacle
Bank, Recology South Valley, RAC Services
LLC, and Blaettler Accountancy for your
commitment to our community and the
programs of Gilroy Foundation.
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